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Question:  
 
Who owns the intellectual property (IP) of the project and the technology?  
 
 
Answer:  
 
Subject to Section 3.2035 - General Conditions - Services - Buyandsell.gc.ca clauses applicable to the 
Contract, Canada will have copyright of the deliverables. Thus, according to these clauses, the copyright 
will allow Canada to use the content created under the contract, and the IP will belong to the supplier if it 
is the owner. If a software is created, the IP remains with the supplier, and Canada will be entitled to a 
license to use it during the contract.  
 
Additionally, in accordance with Section 4.4003 - Licensed Software - Buyandsell.gc.ca clauses, if the 
contractor/subcontractor uses only Commercial (COTS) Software or pre-existing software that they have 
developed or that another person has developed before the start of the contract, they must obtain license 
to use this software for the number of users specified under this contract (schools, camps, educators, 
etc.). If the CSA wishes to use this same software for government purposes, then the CSA must also be 
one of those users. The license will be used for the purpose of the contract only.  
 
 
More specifically:  
 
Canada will hold copyright on any materials created by contractors/subcontractors and delivered under 
the Contract that are subject to copyright. These documents include: written plans, reports, videos, data 
compilations, activity documents (booklets, resource lists), as well as any software specifically developed 
for the contract. 
 
Canada will not hold copyright on any material created/existing prior to the commencement of the 
contract, such as software developed by a potential bidder under a previous CSA contract. Canada will 
also not hold IP rights on deliverables that are not covered by copyright, such as rover-specific 
technologies or know-how, such as the rover itself, its sensors, the interface to control the rover, etc 
 
If contractors/subcontractors use third party copyrighted material in their deliverables, i.e. material created 
by entities other than the contractors/subcontractors themselves, they must obtain permission from these 
third parties to include them in the deliverables, provide appropriate attribution of copyright in the 
deliverables, and obtain a license for Canada to use such third party material (if required). If the 
Contractor cannot obtain permission and licenses, it must not include these third party materials in its 
deliverables. 
 
Given that Canada will hold the copyright on the deliverables and will have obtained the appropriate 
authorizations and licenses for the third-party documents, the CSA will be free to use those documents 
for its purposes, including posting them on publicly accessible websites. However, before putting the 
documents on a public website, the CSA team must carefully review the documents, identify any third-
party content and ensure that the contractor has the appropriate authorizations/licenses. 
 
CSA will not make any rover technology, including its control software, available to the public after the 
end of the contract. 


