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ADVANCE CONTRACT AWARD NOTICE 
 

 
TITLE: Indigenous Languages Legislation 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 
The Department of Canadian Heritage has a requirement for the provision of professional 
services to assist and provide policy advice in the development and drafting of legislation to 
promote, preserve and revitalize Indigenous Languages. The purpose of this Advance Contract 
Award Notice (ACAN) is to signal the government’s intention to award a contract for these 
services to J. Paul Salembier. Before awarding a contract, however, the government would like 
to provide suppliers with the opportunity to demonstrate that they are capable of satisfying the 
requirements set out in this notice, by submitting a statement of capabilities during the 15 
calendar day posting period. 
 
If other potential suppliers submit a statement of capabilities during the 15 calendar day posting 
period that meet the requirements set out in the ACAN, the government will proceed to a full 
tendering process on either the government's electronic tendering service or through traditional 
means, in order to award the contract. 
 
If no other supplier submits, on or before the closing date, a statement of capabilities meeting 
the requirements set out in the ACAN, a contract will be awarded to the pre-selected supplier. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On December 6, 2016, the Prime Minister announced that the Government of Canada is 
committed to enact an Indigenous Languages Act, co-developed with Indigenous Peoples, 
which will preserve, promote and revitalize Indigenous languages.  
 
On June 15, 2017, Canadian Heritage, the Assembly of First Nations, Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami and 
the Métis Nation launched the co-development of Indigenous Languages legislation and agreed 
on a collaborative engagement process. 
 
As such, the Department of Canadian Heritage has a requirement for the provision of 
professional services to assist and provide policy advice to the Office of the Federal Lead in the 
development and drafting of legislation.  
 
The key services that the supplier will provide include the following: 
 

• Assisting the Office of the Federal Lead to explore approaches to the revitalization, 
promotion and preservation of Indigenous Languages, and in particular advising on the 
best manner to reflect any agreed-upon approaches; 

• Developing and reviewing proposed language to reflect agreed-upon approaches for 
review by all parties; 

• Assisting in the drafting of relevant documents to reflect agreed-upon approaches; 

• Participating in the development of Indigenous legislation; and 
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• Providing advice to the Office of the Federal Lead Representative in relation to 
appearances before Parliamentary committees during their review of any draft legislation. 

 
The supplier will be available to attend meetings with representatives of the National Indigenous 
Organizations involved as well as internal briefings in support of the Office of the Federal Lead 
Representative located at Canadian Heritage Headquarters in Gatineau, Québec. The supplier 
will provide reports on the status of any work undertaken as may be requested by the Federal 
Lead Representative. 

 
The proposed contract is for a period of approximately 10 months, from date of contract award to 
March 31, 2019. 
 
The estimated value of the contract is $100,000 (all applicable taxes included). 
 
MINIMUM ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Any interested supplier must demonstrate by way of a statement of capabilities that it meets the 
following requirements: 
 

• Valid Level II (secret) security clearance issued by the Government of Canada.    

• Recent* and extensive** experience in providing legislative drafting services and policy 
advice to the Government of Canada.  

• Recent* and extensive** experience in the drafting and development of federal 
Indigenous legislation and regulations.  

• Recent* and extensive** experience in collaboration and co-development with 
Indigenous organizations on federal legislative regimes.  

 
* Recent is defined as ten (10) years’ experience gained within the past fifteen (15) years.  
 
** Extensive experience is defined by the variety and depth of experience to display a person’s 
knowledge and expertise in each of the three (3) areas detailed above. 
 
JUSTIFICATION FOR THE PRE-SELECTED SUPPLIER: 
 

The selected supplier is considered the viable candidate due to his experience in providing 
policy advice and drafting legislation specifically with Indigenous groups. The supplier has very 
specific and focused knowledge that is unique to his experiences providing advice to the former 
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development on the development of legislation in 
relation to Indigenous organizations. He has previously worked on projects in partnership with 
Indigenous peoples, which is imperative, as the work he is being sought out to do will be co-
developed with Indigenous peoples.  

The supplier is considered the Canadian expert on drafting instructions for the co-development 
of legislation with Indigenous groups. 
 
Canada intends to retain ownership of any Foreground Intellectual Property arising out of the 
proposed contract on the basis that the main purpose of the contract is to generate knowledge 
and information for public dissemination.   
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RESPONSE: 
 
Suppliers who consider themselves fully qualified and available to meet the specified 
requirements may submit a statement of capabilities in writing to the Contracting Authority 
identified in this Notice on or before the closing date of this Notice. The statement of capabilities 
must clearly demonstrate how the supplier meets the advertised requirements. 
 
The closing date and time for accepting statements of capabilities is May 21, 2018 at 2:00 P.M. 
EDT. 

 
Inquiries are to be directed to: 
 
Melody Jeaurond 
Manager, Contracting and Materiel Management 
Contracting and Materiel Management Directorate 
Department of Canadian Heritage 
Telephone: 819-953-2727  
E-mail: PCH.contrats-contracting.PCH@canada.ca 
 

Statements of capabilities are to be sent electronically (by e-mail) to: 
 
Melody Jeaurond 
PCH.contrats-contracting.PCH@canada.ca 
 
POLICY INFORMATION: 
 

Government Contracts Regulations (GCRs) exception 6(d) “only one person is capable of 
performing the contract”. 
 


