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ADVANCE CONTRACT AWARD NOTICE (ACAN)

An Advance Contract Award Notice (ACAN) allows departments and agencies to post a notice,
for no less than fifteen calendar days, indicating to the supplier community that it intends to
award a good, service or construction contract to a pre-identified contractor. If no other supplier
submits, during the fifteen calendar day posting period, a statement of capabilities that meet the
requirements set out in the ACAN, the competitive requirements of the government’s contracting
policy have been met. Following notification to suppliers not successful in demonstrating that
their statement of capabilities meets the requirements set out in the ACAN, the contract may
then be awarded using the Treasury Board’s electronic bidding authorities.

If other potential suppliers submit statements of capabilities during the fifteen calendar day
posting period, and meet the requirements set out in the ACAN, the department or agency must
proceed to a full tendering process on either the government’s electronic tendering service or
through traditional means, in order to award the contract.

CONTRACTING AUTHORITY

Anne Nino
Manager Procurement and Contracting
Communications Research Centre Canada I Centre de recherches sur les communications
Canada
3701 Carling Ave. I 3701, avenue Carling
P0 Box 11490, Station H I CP 11490, succursale H
Building 34, room 102 I edifice 34, salle 102
Ottawa ON K2H 8S2 I Ottawa (Ontario) K2H 8S2
(613)998-19221 anne.ninoic.gc.ca I fax/téléc. (613) 993-8657
Web site / Site web : www.crc.ca
Government of Canada I Gouvernement du Canada

DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

Access to Key Network Core Components (HSS and MME) from Ericsson Canada Laboratory
located in Montreal Quebec.

BACKGROUND

Industry Canada’s Communications Research Centre (CRC) is the federal government’s primary
laboratory for research and development in advanced telecommunications and information and
communications technologies (ICT5).

The CRC captive wireless network is a key asset enabling a multitude of wireless research
activities, including Long Term Evolution (LTE) related research. In order to perform this LTE
research, CRC currently has parts of an LTE core network in-house and relies on access to two
other essential remote LTE core components, the home subscriber server (HSS) and the
mobility management entity (MME), located in an Ericsson lab in Montreal. CRC has previously
established service contracts with Ericsson in order to lease access time to the HSS and MME.
The last such contract expired as of March 31, 2014.
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CRC is exploring long term solutions to complete its LTE core network, such as acquiring an
MME and HSS through a request for proposal (RFP). However, given the lengthy process
associated with this type of acquisition, a temporary solution is currently required to allow
research activities to continue while the long term solution is being planned. CRC therefore
requires continued access to Ericsson’s MME and HSS through an extension of the service
contract until March 31, 2015.

Given the short timeframe of this lease and considering that CRC’s captive wireless network
and in-house LTE core components (packet date network and serving gateways) are fully
compatible and configured to function with Ericsson’s MME and HSS, extending the lease with
Ericsson for a period of approximately 6 months (while a long term solution is being pursued) is
deemed the only viable option.

REQUIREMENT

Access two key network components, the HSS and the MME located at the Ericsson Canada
laboratory in Montreal, Quebec, to support the current commercial grade LTE fabric at CRC.
The HSS and MME must be compatible with CRC’s in-house LTE core components. This
research will broaden CRC’s wireless capabilities, knowledge, and provide feedback to
Spectrum, Information Technologies and Telecommunications (SITT), other government
departments and the Industry at large.

OWNERSHIP OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Not applicable

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTRACTOR

Ericsson Canada Inc.
5255 Satellite Dr.
Mississauga, ON
L4W 5E3, Canada

REASON FOR AWARDING CONTRACT TO THIS CONTRACTOR

Given the very short timeframe of this lease and considering that CRC’s captive wireless
network and in-house LTE core components are fully compatible and configured to function with
Ericsson’s MME and HSS, extending the lease with Ericsson for a period of approximately 6
months (while a long term solution is being pursued) is deemed the only viable option.

PERIOD OF CONTRACT AND ESTIMATED VALUE

The proposed contract is for an expected period of time of approximately 6 months. The
proposed contract would start in October 2014 to March 31, 2015.

Based on the projected usage of the equipment during this contract period, the estimated cost is
projected at $100,000.00 including applicable taxes.
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APPLICABLE LIMITED TENDERING REASONS

Section 6(d) of the Government Contracts Regulations is being invoked in this procurement as
only one person or firm is believed capable of performing the contract in the required timeframe
and using the existing configuration of CRC’s captive wireless network and on-site LTE
equipment.

Agreement on Internal Trade (AlT) article 506.12(b) of AlT is applicable to this requirement,
which states, where there is an absence of competition for technical reasons and the goods or
services can be supplied only by a particular supplier and no alternative or substitute exists.
Also applicable to this requirement is Article 1011 of the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA), which provides exception to the tendering process.

CLOSING DATE AND TIME FOR WRITTEN SUPPLIER RESPONSES CHALLENGING THIS
REQUIREMENT IS 2:00 P.M. on November 4, 2014.

You are hereby notified that the government intends to solicit a bid and negotiate with the firm
identified above.

If you wish to submit a written response showing that you are capable of meeting this
requirement, it must be done not later than the specified closing date and time. As it is intended
to proceed in a timely manner, responses received after the closing date will not be considered.
The Crown reserves the right not to open this procurement to competition.

Responses received on or before the closing date will be considered solely for the purpose of
deciding whether or not to conduct a competitive procurement. Information provided will be
used by the Crown for technical evaluation purposes only and is not to be construed as a
competitive solicitation. Your written response must provide sufficient evidence (e.g.
specifications, technical data, drawings, or any other proof) that clearly demonstrates that your
product or service is capable of fulfilling this requirement.

Suppliers that have submitted a response will be notified in writing of Industry Canada’s
decision to continue with the non-competitive procurement or to compete the requirement.

Should you have any questions concerning this requirement, then please contact the
Contracting Authority identified above. In the event the Contracting Authority is not available,
you may direct your inquiries to Jennifer Miljour at Jenifer.MiIjouric.gc.ca or call 613-990-
6278. The Industry file number, the Contracting Authority’s name and the closing date of the
ACAN must appear on the outside of the envelope in block letters or, in the case of a facsimile
transmission, on the covering page.

The Crown retains the right to negotiate with suppliers on any procurement. Documents may be
submitted in either official language of Canada.
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